PREFACE
THOUGH painfully conscious of the many imperfections of the. study of Pope Gregory and his times which I now offer to the public, I cannot but feel that the attempt itself to give some detailed account of the most remarkable man of a remarkable a^fe 1 needs no apology. Gregory the Great is certainly one of the most notable figures in ecclesiastical history. He has exercised in many respects a momentous influence ou the doctrine, the organization, ami the discipline of the Catholic
1 UrogoroviuB (Hottui in ilir. Middle Afjt'x ii. 70) writes : " The nixth century in one of the most memorable, in luntory. In it mankind experienced the overthrow of a groat and ancient civili/,atiQii, and on thin acoount believed that the end of the world had come. A thick cloud of barbariBin, an It won; of dviHt, arising from the crash, hung over tlic Roman Mmpiro devastated through out itH length and hrcadth by the destroying angel, dealing poBtiloneo and other illn. Tim world entered upon a turning-point in Us development. Upon tho ruhiB of the ancient Kmpiro, amid which the Cloths, premature heralds of Germany, had perished, fresh fonriH of national life now slowly arose; in Italy, through tho instrumentality of tho LombardB; in (Saul, through that of the Franks ; in Spain, by moans of the Visigoths; in Britain, by thoBO of the Saxonw. Tho Catholic Church everywhere oonHtitufcod itnolf tho vital principle, of Uumo growing nationn, To tho Church they turned an to a centre, and, through tho eonquetst of Aruminm, the Church by dogreoH drew thorn together in a union which wan doBtinod, Hoonor or lator, to give political form to a now WoHtc.ni Knipiro. ThoHO ovuntH took place at a time whou tho I'iast wan Ktirrocl by a like impulno of development; whon Mohamraod had appeared to found a now religion, which, uniting natioiw on tho Kastocn ruinn of the Human dominion, forced tho Bymntino Empire firnt to return to Italy, and then for ewiturtet! to ho tho bulwark of Hellenics oulturo in the West. (Iregory and Mohammod wore the two prioBtH of the Went and Kant. Kaoh founded a hierarchy on tho ruuw of antiquity, and through tho COIIOUSBIOU of tho two ByBtomB tho future fat<i of Europe and Ania WUB decided. Homo and